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By  George  F.  Burks 
Forest  Survey,  Division  of  Forest  Economics 


Lumber  production  in  California  in  1948,  for  the  third  successive 
year  exceeded  all  previous  records.    The  estimated  cut  was  3,962,910,000 
hoard  feet.    This  cut  when  combined  with  the  production  of  all  other 
forest  products  exceeds  four  billion  board  feet. 

This  estimate  of  lumber  production  was  compiled  by  the  California 
Forest  and  Range  Experiment  Station  from  data  collected  in  a  three-way 
coopera'tive  canvass  of  California  sawmills  by  the  West  Coast  Lumbermen's 
Association,  the  Western  Pine  Association,  and  the  Experiment  Station, 
Western  Pine  Association  covered  production  of  mills  in  the  Pine  Region, 
while  the  West  Coast  Lumbermen's  Association  and  the  Experiment  Station 
canvassed  sawmills  in  Del  Norte  and  Humboldt  Counties.    In  addition,  the 
Experiment  Station  sampled  the  remainder  of  the  counties  in  the  Redwood 
Region  and  worked  closely  with  the  two  Associations  in  checking  the 
accuracy  and  completeness  of  their  mailing  lists  of  active  sawmills. 

The  reliability  of  the  total  lumber  production  figure  is  indicated 
somewhat  by  the  fact  that  3? 629, 767  M  bd    ft.,  or  about  92  percent  of 
total  production,  was  included  in  the  reports  of  the  529  responding  mills . 
The  remaining  8  percent  of  total  production  is  attributed  to  the  442  non- 
respondent  and  nonsampled  active  sawmills,  largely  in  the  smaller  size 
classes.    This  amount  was  estimated  by  expanding  the  production  of  the 
sampled  mills  in  each  size  class  by  the  ratio  of  mills  sampled  to  the 
total  number  of  mills  in  each  production  size  class. 


1/    Richard  H„  May  and  Alexander  SImontacchi  collected  the  produc- 
tion data  for  the  Experiment  Station  and  compiled  the  statistics  appear- 
ing in  this  report. 


*  MAINTAINED  AT  BERKELEY,  CALIFORNIA,  IN  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA . 


Highlights  of  1948  Lumber  Production 


Total  production  in  194-8  showed  an  increase  of  16  percent  over 
1947.    The  segregation  of  the  1948  production  by  species  compared  with 
that  of  1947  is  presented  in  Table  1.     In  both  years  the  relative  pro- 
duction by  species  remained  essentially  the  same,  with  ponderosa  pine, 
Douglas-fir  and  redwood  accounting  for  about  80  percent  of  the  total. 

The  production  for  1948  continues  a  trend  that  has  been  generally 
upward  for  the  past  10  years  (fig.  1) .    The  change  was  less  noticeable 
during  the  war  years  of  1941-44  inclusive,  but  for  the  period  1945 
through  1948  there  has  been  a  striking  increase  each  year . 


1939    1940    1941    1942    1943    1944    1945    1946    1947  1948 

YEAR 


Figure  1.-  Lumber  production  in  California,  1939-1948, 
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Pine  Region 


Lumber  production  estimates  by  species  and  production  size  class 
for  the  Pine  Region  in  1948  are  presented  in  Table  2.    The  2.6  billion 
board  feet  of  lumber  produced  in  1948  was  about  8  percent  higher  than  the 
2.4  billion  board  feet  produced  in  1947.    Approximately  the  same  number 
of  mills  were  active  in  both  years. 

Ponderosa  and  sugar  pine  account  for  about  two-thirds  of  the  1948 
Pine  Region  total,  while  Douglas-fir  and  the  true  firs  account  for  most  of 
the  remainder . 

Of  the  total  estimated  cut  of  2,607,690  M  bd„  ft.,  2,440,318  M 
bd.  ft.  or  94  percent.,  was  actually  reported  by  slightly  more  than  one- 
half  of  all  active  sawmills.    Therefore,  only  6  percent  of  the  Pine 
Region  production  is  estimated. 

Redwood  Region 

Lumber  production  estimates  by  species  and  production  size  class 
for  the  Redwood  Region  in  1948  are  presented  in  Table  3.    The  1.3  billion 
board  feet  of  lumber  produced  in  1948  was  about  31  percent  higher  than 
the  1„0  billion  board  feet  nroduced  in  1947.    The  number  of  active  sawmills 
has  increased  proportionately  with  393  on  record  for  1948. 

Redwood  and  Douglas-fir  made  up  approximately  98  percent  of  the 
entire  cut  of  the  region. 

As  in  the  Pine  Region,  the  largest  portion  (1,189,449  M  bd.  ft.), 
or  88  percent  of  total  regional  production  (1,355,220  M  bd.  ft.),  was 
actually  reported  by  one-half  of  all  active  mills.    Thus,  only  12  percent 
of  Redwood  Region  production  is  estimated. 

County  Statistics 

Coincident  with  the  regional  compilations,  estimates  of  production 
were  made  for  all  timber  producing  counties.    But  these  amounts  are  not 
reported  here  because  the  basic  data  did  not  permit  equally  sound  estimates 
for  all  counties.    However,  it  was  apparent  that  Humboldt  County  was  again 
the  leading  producer  by  a  wide  margin.    Other  leading  counties,  all  cutting 
more  than  200  million  feet,  were  Mendocino,  Siskiyou,  Plumas,  Lassen, 
Shasta,  and  possibly  El  Dorado d 

In  spite  of  the  limitations  of  the  county  estimates,  some  individuals, 
organizations,  or  concerns  may  desire  the  information.     It  may  be  obtained 
upon  request  from  the  Experiment  Station. 
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Table  1.-  Production  of  lumber  by  species 


California,  1947  and  1948 


:                     Lumber  production                 :  Change 
:                                  :                               :from  1947 
Species  :  1948  ;  1947  :  to  1948 


M  Da.  it. 

Percent 

Mod.  it. 

Percent 

Percent 

2  / 

Ponderosa  pine—/ 

1,458, 120 

36  o  8 

1     oil     i rto 

1, 322, 182 

or)  -r> 

38.8 

+ 

10.3 

jjougias- 1  lr 

^3.4 

/DO, ODD 

00  A 
<c<c  .  D 

+ 

20.4 

3  / 

Redwood-^' 

no,  "7  o  ^  n 

on  n 

15  . 5 

+ 

49.7 

White  fir  and  red  fir 

471,100 

11.9 

417,627 

12.2 

+ 

12,8 

Sugar  pine 

236,930 

6.0 

281,406 

8.2 

15.8 

Incense  cedar 

68,960 

1.7 

70,354 

2.1 

2.0 

Sitka  spruce 

7,480 

0.2 

12,315 

0.4 

39.3 

Port  Orford  cedar 

680 

— 

643 

Western  white  pine 

510 

— 

None  re- 
ported 

AlderA/ 

200 

742 

)  0.1 

Western  hemlock 

160 

242 

Lodgepole  pine 

80 

172 

Monterey  pine 

4,052 

0.1 

All  species 

3,962,910 

100.0 

3,408,522 

100.0 

+ 

16.3 

1/    From  Census  of  Manufactures,  1947,  Lumber  and  Timber  Basic 
Products,  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  1949, 
2/    Includes  small  volume  of  Monterey  pine  in  1948. 
2/    Includes  130  M  bd.  ft.  of  bigtree  in  1948 . 
V    Includes  62M  bd    ft.  of  oak  in  1947. 
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